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Parry Blest Pair of Sirens / Jenkins Armed Man.  It was good to open our season with a concert given to a 
capacity audience in our largest venue.  The Parry is a really ‘good sing’ and the choir produced a strong and 
vibrant sound.  This was followed by Grieg’s piano concerto with soloist Eleanor Kornas - a sheer delight in 
every way!  Problems with lighting the choir whilst projecting images on the back wall threatened the 
performance of The Armed Man.  Yes, choir members were uncomfortable but it was testament to how well 
everyone knew the score that the performance came off so well.  Many audience members were extremely 
moved and, a year later, orchestral musicians in the recent cathedral concert were recalling the ‘amazing’ 
sound of the choir in 2018. 
Christmas Cracker: The winning formula of choir, band and soloist drew another capacity audience. 
Highlights included Eleanor’s dazzling performance of the organ accompaniment to Good King Wenceslas, 
Roger Jepson’s enthusiastic and highly competent conducting of Thoresby Band, a welcome return by solo 
tenor Andrew Mackenzie-Wicks and, of course, Sylvia’s inimitable accompaniment of O Holy Night.  The choir 
sang very well too!  A massive team effort to set up and strike down the hall - huge appreciation to everyone 
who helped in any way. 
Chilcott Requiem / Rutter Gloria.  A varied programme of music for choir, brass ensemble, percussion and 
organ demanded the ability to capture contrasting styles.  Harlequin Brass ensemble made a welcome return 
and these brass players were very complimentary about the choir.  Congratulations to all the choir members 
who stepped up to solo and semi chorus singing in Gabrieli’s In Ecclesiis, the Requiem and the Gloria.  From 
the splendid opening of ‘I was glad’ to the atmospheric ‘Deer’s Cry’, the choir was in good voice throughout.  
Throw in the Farandole and Tahiti Trot from Harlequin and the audience was able to experience the full range 
of repertoire for these forces.  John Keys was as virtuosic as ever on the organ and the percussionists had 
great fun.  This was our first performance in the Sports Hall of Lady Manners School so everyone had to adapt 
quickly to the unfamiliar acoustics, but the performance was a musically resounding success although 
audience numbers were a little disappointing. 
Bouquet for a Summer’s Evening. Back to a capacity audience for the final concert of the season.  St 
Peter’s Edensor has good acoustics so it is worth coping with the fragmented choir positioning.  A challenging 
programme of short pieces, especially as we performed several pieces for the first time.  It was good to widen 
our repertoire even though it felt a bit scary in the afternoon rehearsal.  Everyone raised their game in the 
evening and it proved to be a really happy and enjoyable concert.  Eleanor Kornas played beautifully yet again 
and Tom Macfarlane (clarinet) delighted all with Finzi’s Bagatelles and Reade’s Victorian Kitchen Garden 
Suite.  A lovely end to the season. 
 
Our October Choral Day with Nigel Perrin focused on Duruflé’s Requiem.  A musically successful day but 
attendance was disappointing, possibly due to marketing versus data protection issues and the inescapable 
fact that some stalwart attendees from afar are now finding the travel and physical demands of singing all day 
a bit too much.  Nigel also led everyone through Haydn’s Nelson Mass on the first day of our Choral Weekend 
whilst Neil Ferris returned to direct Brahms’ Requiem on the following day, in Lady Manners School.  
 
Stephen Allen continues to be a great musical support and has been invaluable in our preparation of such 
varied repertoire.  Huge thanks, Stephen! 
 
Whilst continuing to thank your committee members on your behalf ‘en bloc’ for all their hard work behind the 
scenes we would like to single out two people who are now stepping down from their roles.  Madeleine has 
sourced, issued and retrieved countless copies of music and has spent many hours phoning music libraries.  
John Fussey has also spent many hours ‘number crunching’ and filling in returns for various agencies.  We 
could not function if we did not have music copies and were not financially viable so we are indebted to both 
Madeleine and John. 
 
Let’s not forget all those people who ‘do their bit’ to support the choir by hosting soloists, running the book 
stall, doing risk assessments, distributing leaflets, doing door duty, whatever! Thank you! 
 
We are an amateur choir which strives to perform on an equal footing with top class soloists and musicians.  
This is only possible through hard work in rehearsals and good attendance.  Let’s keep it up!  
 
Best wishes 
Lynne & Joe                                                                                                                             January 2020 


