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Derbyshire Singers 
Chairman’s Report Season 2019-2020 

 
As you are all aware our virtual AGM will take place on Zoom on Tuesday 19th January at 7.30 pm.  
On behalf of the Trustees and the Committee, may I thank all members for your support in 
December by voting to amend our governing document in order that the AGM could be held online, 
by email and post.  Despite the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, it is vital that the Derbyshire 
Singers’ affairs, as a registered charity, continue to be conducted in accordance with the legal 
requirements and spirit of the Charity Commission.  In September 2020 the Charity Commission 
launched a new version of the online register of charities.  Many thanks to our new Treasurer Paul 
Thompson who has taken account of the recommendations in the annual Trustees’ Report. 

The Committee has continued to conduct regular online meetings throughout 2020. Our secretary 
Chris Baker has been a huge help and resource both in supporting those of us who had never used 
Zoom and also by hosting the meetings.  The Committee has ensured that all choir members have 
been kept up to date with the choir’s situation and will continue to be available should any member 
wish to contact them via Chris.  I would like to thank all Committee members for their commitment 
and support, whilst hoping that sometime in 2021 perhaps something resembling normality may 
return! 

As always, many thanks to Joe and Lynne who have continued to support the Trustees and 
Committee members.  Their contacts with others in the musical world are invaluable both for 
current updates on the advice regarding music making during the pandemic but also in maintaining 
the networks which will keep the musical pot simmering and ready to boil again once the time is 
right. 

In particular, although this is part of the 2020/21 season, on behalf of all those who attended her 
virtual Musicianship Classes may I thank Lynne for the fantastic and challenging sessions she ran in 
her usual consummate way, definitely a treat in store for those attending this term. 

The 2019/20 season started with our concert in Derby Cathedral in November.  It was lovely to be 
singing with the Cantamus Training Choir and Andrew Henley in Britten’s St Nicholas and we all 
enjoyed Eleanor Kornas playing Finzi’s Eclogue.  Eleanor joined us again for a splendid Christmas 
Cracker together with the wonderful Tim Mirfin and also Thoresby Colliery Band under the baton of 
Roger Jepson.  Little did we know that this was the last time that we would be holding a public 
concert for the foreseeable future. 

We were, of course, all very disappointed that the Brahms Requiem concert had to be cancelled.  
Making the decision at the time was difficult but I’m sure the timing of that decision was the best it 
could have been.  The health and wellbeing of choir members, other musicians and audience was 
paramount.  Thank you to all those who worked hard to manage the repercussions of the 
cancellation.  In addition our planned choral weekend in May 2020 with Neil Ferris and Gregory 
Batsleer was also postponed until further notice and we certainly look forward to working with them 
in the future.  

As was the case at last year’s AGM, three Trustees would normally have either put themselves 
forward for re-election or come to the end of their term and resigned in accordance with our 
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governing documents, namely the Constitution and the Handbook which can be found on the 
Derbyshire Singers’ website.  This year the three Trustees were Pauline Holden - Chairman, Chris 
Baker - Secretary and Helen Stafford - Concert Secretary.  All three were prepared to stand for re-
election for another term of three years in the event that no other candidates put themselves 
forward from the membership of The Derbyshire Singers.  There were no nominations received for 
any of the posts by the closing date and all three were nominated and seconded individually by 
members of the choir as follows:  

Pauline Holden: Proposed by Liz Sheerin, Seconded by Madeleine Holmes 

Chris Baker: Proposed by Andrew Auld, Seconded by Janet Tsakiropoulou 

Helen Stafford: Proposed by Margaret Harris, Seconded by Julia Jackson 

With the support of a majority of the Trustees all three were re-elected, each for a period of three 
years.  The re-election period is to be for three years according to the Charity Commission and as 
stated in our governing documents. 

The Trustees are always open to expressions of interest in joining the Committee as a Trustee and, 
despite the unusual circumstance of this year, please consider discussing what it entails with our 
current Trustees during 2021. 

We are still travelling into the unknown with regard to the effects of the pandemic on the when, 
where and how of performance, in particular choral singing.  The vaccines are a major step forward 
but come with logistical challenges and unknown factors regarding their effect on the ongoing 
transmission of the virus and the length and level of protection particularly in older age groups.  As 
long as social distancing is required, meeting together in person will be a challenge. 

I would like at this point to applaud Chris Baker who, with her Musical Escapes, has given so much 
pleasure to many members of The Derbyshire Singers and through all the exchanges nurtured the 
spirit of our choir.  Being able to share pieces we enjoy or perhaps information about virtual groups 
we have joined through Chris’s emails was inspired so once again thank you Chris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


