
Derbyshire Singers 
Annual general meeting minutes  

 
Date: 29.01.19 at 9.00 p.m.           Venue: Presentation Convent, Matlock 

 
Apologies: Ruth Preston, Julia and Dave Jackson, Charlie Cope, Martin Soar, Hilary Griffiths, Fiona 
Holmes, Terence Libby, Sarah Ward, Denise Eassom, Carol Taylor, Brian Key, Emma Waterhouse. 

 
Pauline began with thanks to many - Lynne and Joe for all they do including that outside the 
‘normal’ roles of conductor and choral director, Stephen for his work as our accompanist, Pat and 
others who help with the book stall, Julia and Dave for their work on publicity including the 
postcard and leaflet drops which have raised awareness of the choir and our concerts. It has been 
noticeable that audience sizes have been increasing. She also thanked those who have helped with 
those leaflet drops, those who do door duty and host soloists. 
She thanked her fellow committee members mentioning that this year has been one of many 
changes and many meetings. In particular, she thanked John and Chris for their work on our new 
Constitution and Choir Handbook and Julia, Dave and Chris for work on GDPR and Chris again for 
putting this all on the website. Joe continues to do the administration for the choral day and 
weekend and the bookings for the Christmas Cracker all of which are significant fundraisers. 
Pauline also thanked Ruth Elliott who is retiring as a trustee. Ruth has been on the committee for 
over 30 years during which time she has performed a range of roles – librarian (including getting 
orchestral parts for concerts), membership secretary, collection of subscriptions and joint admin of 
choral days. Pauline also thanked Ruth for the support she has given her in her role as chair. Ruth’s 
current role will be divided – the membership part to Chris and collection of subscriptions to John. 
This leaves us with 8 trustees. 
 
The minutes of the last AGM held on 23.01.18 were adopted as a true and correct record - 
proposed by Jill Butt and seconded by Steve Gough. There were no matters arising from the 
minutes. 
Pauline introduced current committee members to new members and informed members that, 
following the recent appeal for 2 new trustees, there were 2 people nominated – Shelley Towe 
(nominated by Jonathan Francis, seconded by Helen Temple) and Terence Libby (nominated by 
Freda Chapple, seconded by Ian Wellby). Both Shelley and Terence were therefore welcomed as 
new trustees. 

Lynne referred to the Musical Director and Conductor’s report circulated before the meeting. She 
thanked everyone for their hard work, made a plea to members to continue to sell more tickets and 
endorsed Pauline’s thanks to all. 

John spoke to the Treasurer’s report and the Report of the Trustees.  
He referred to the accounts pack that had been circulated previously explaining how the loss we 
make on concerts when we use an orchestra and quality soloists (even with a capacity audience) 
would never be solely balanced by subscriptions. We rely on the profit made on choral days, the 
Christmas Cracker, weddings and funerals, book sales and Gift Aid. The accounts clearly show the 
importance of support for choral days, the Christmas Cracker, book sales and filling in Gift Aid 
forms. Without these sources of fund raising, subscriptions would need to double. Members were 
urged to advertise the choral days and Christmas Cracker and to come along to them. 
A healthy bank surplus is needed as concert payments go out ahead of income and items, such as 
our organ, could need to be replaced.  
The Trustees’ report and some summarised accounts go to the Charity Commission.  



John informed members that he will resign as treasurer at the end of this season (August 2019). 
He asked for anyone interested in taking on the role to speak to him. 
 
Any other questions - Marion Andrews asked for the password to the members’ area of the website 
which was supplied. 
  
There were no further questions about any of the reports presented and there was no other 
business. Pauline thanked members for coming early to enable the meeting to take place without 
eating into rehearsal time. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.22 p.m.        

 

 

 

 


