
Derbyshire Singers 
Annual general meeting minutes  

 
Date: 14.01.20 at 8.57 p.m.           Venue: Presentation Convent, Matlock 

 
Apologies: Fiona Holmes, Jean Munro, Jenny Andrews, Alan Piper, Christine Piper, Jo Richardson, 
Marion Andrews, Tessa Andrews, Joyce Lunn, Barrie Lunn, Ruth Elliott. 

 
Pauline began with thanks to Lynne and Joe – “without them we wouldn’t be what we are”. She 
mentioned that most people don’t see all that they do including in terms of the repertoire, 
networking and being there for advice. She thanked Stephen for his ‘top notch’ accompaniment for 
music of all genres and others who help with the book stall, publicity, door duty and hosting 
soloists. Special mention was made of Liz and Mike Sheerin for their recent work on risk 
assessments and event planning- particularly the car parking at the Christmas Cracker. This, 
together with Philip’s great efforts to improve lighting, made a big difference to the parking at that 
concert. 
 
The minutes of the last AGM held on 29.01.19 were adopted as a true and correct record - 
proposed by Madeleine Holmes and seconded by Steve Gough. There were no matters arising from 
the minutes. 
 
Pauline introduced current committee members to new members and went on to explain changes in 
the committee. She thanked her fellow committee members and gave particular thanks to retiring 
trustees - Madeleine for her 11 years working as librarian and John for all he has done in 9 years of 
being treasurer. 
Shelley Towe has shadowed the role of librarian since the summer and now takes on that role. Paul 
Thompson has been co-opted as the new treasurer.  
Following the recent appeal for a new trustee who will work to support planning of the choral days 
and Christmas Cracker there was one nomination – Lesley Butcher (nominated by Helen Stafford, 
seconded by Chris Baker). Paul Thompson was also formally elected (nominated by John Fussey, 
seconded by Liz Sheerin). Both Lesley and Paul are therefore welcomed as new trustees. 

Lynne referred to the Musical Director and Conductor’s report circulated before the meeting. She 
thanked everyone for their hard work and made the plea “We do great concerts, please sell more 
tickets!” 

John spoke to the Treasurer’s report and the Report of the Trustees.  
He referred to the Profit & Loss sheet that had been circulated previously explaining how the loss 
we make on concerts when we use a large orchestra and quality soloists (even with a capacity 
audience) is still in the order of £12,000 as it was for The Armed Man. Concerts with smaller 
orchestras often make losses in the region of £6,000. These losses are budgeted for and expected 
– Season 45 was an expensive one. It makes our fund-raising very important. 
 
Once source of profit we rely on is that made on choral days. Autumn 2018 choral day made a loss 
due to poor attendance and hasn’t been run since. Choral weekend 2019 was profitable. The 
Christmas Cracker remains an important fund raiser.  
The current bank balance is in the region of £79.000. A healthy bank surplus is needed as items, 
such as our organ, could need to be replaced and concert payments go out ahead of income. 
This season we are supported by a generous donation in memory of Alan Medlock. This will go 
some way to supporting the March 2020 concert. 



 
Any other questions – Peter Jury gave a reminder about Easy Fundraising. The details are also in 
the choir handbook. 
  
There were no further questions about any of the reports presented and there was no other 
business.  
The meeting closed at 9.17 p.m.        

 

 

 

 


